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Novemsra 26, 1789. 


Br OLIVER HART, A. M: 


Theſe are thy glorious works, Parent of good © 
Almighty ! M1LTON. 
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Come and ſce the works of God: he is terrible in. his doing 
toward the children of men.  - Ps a. xvi. 5. 
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: NuM. chap. xXiii. ver. 24. 

Surely there is no inchantment againſt Facab, neither is there 
; | any druination againff Iſrael: according to this time it ſhall 
be ſaid of Facob, and of Iſrael, What hath Gop wrought | 


EET 


VEBY one that believes there is a God, who go- 

verns the world and ſuperintends the concerns of 

men, mult be ſenſible, we are laid under the greatelt obliga- 

tions to. him, as that Almighty Being, in whoſe hands our 
breath is, and from whom all our bleſſings flow. I here 

are times and ſeaſons, however, which more immediately 

| call us to the public exerciſes of adoration, praiſe, and 

| thankſgiving. Such are our ſtated days of worſhip : and 

ſuch is the preſent day ; being ſet apart by our worthy 

rulers for that purpoſe. 

| Knowing your ſtrong attachment to the Federal Govern- 

? ment, and with what alacrity you always obey ſummonſes 

| of this nature, I ſhall the more chearfully contribute my 

C& | ſmall mite, to afliſt and lead you in the ſolemn ſervices of 

| the day ; which through the agency of the Divine Spirit, E 
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ſhall attempt, by availing myſelf of ſuch aſliſtance as may 
be derived from the words firſt read. 

« Surely there is no inchantment againſt Jacob, neither 
is there any divination againſt Iſrael : according to this time 
it ſhall be ſaid of Jacob, and of Iſrael, What hath God 


wrought? 
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Perhaps ſome may ſay, * We ſhall be finely entertained 
to-day, ſeeing qur_minilter applies to a conjurer or ſoothſayer 
for help. 

Permit me to reply, Whatever might have been Balaam's 
real character, he was ſometimes (like Saul among the 
Prophets) under the influence and agency of the Spirit of 
God ; when in the ſublimeſt language, he delivered the moſt 
important truths. He predifted the coming and kingdom 
of the Meſſiah. And in our text he ſpeaks elegantly of the 
ſecurity and happineſs of the Iſraelites, as being under the 
care and proteQion of the Almighty. 

So far} then from declining that. afſiſtance Balaam may 


afford me; I wiſh to apply his Prophecy, reſpeQing the 


children of Iſrael, tothe Citizens of America. 

, * Surely—it is a certain truth— a fact, which ought never 
«© to be conteſted :—There is no_ inchantment againſl AME- 
* RICA—nocharm or ſpell, which can deſpoil her of rea- 
« fon, or deprive her of the power of thinking andatting for 
« herſelf in every emergency. Neither is there any divination * 
« againſt America's true and patriotic children, which can 
« affe there future glory and felicity. No; all prognoſ- 
« tications of her falling into ruin and diſgrace, bemg mere 
« fiction. But, according to this time—the ſtate of things, 
« under the happy RE VOLUTION, it ſhall be ſaid of Ameri- 
« ca and her Sons, even all true Patriots, WHAT HATH 
« GzOD WROUGHT! The ſeveral nations of the world, 
« beholding the mighty Revolution, and the many great 
« and wonderful events which have taken place, are ſtruck 
« with aſtoniſhment, and conſtrained to attribute the whole 
*« to a ſupernatural power, even the operations of Deity; 

« ſaying, 


* An carly trial was made of the power of inchantment, or divination, 
againſt America, in a literal ſenſe. About a year after the ſettling of 
Plymouth, the Indians colle&ed all the Pawaws in the Country for three 
Days together, in a dark and diſmal ſwamp, to curſe and execrate the 
Chriſtians, wm a horrid and deviliſh manner, with their Conurations, 

Princes N. &E. Chronology. page 99. 
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« ſaying, hat great, unexpeed, and marvellous things 
« hath God wrought for America *” 


iT his paraphraſe of the text, naturally-leads us to the 


peculiar buſineſs of the day ; which is, with grateful hearts, 
to notice {ome of the great and marvellous things which God 
hath wrought for us, as Americans. I ſay ſome ; for time 
and ability would fail to point out the while : No man is 
equal to that talk. Some therefore of the molt intereſting and 


perſpicuous mult ſuffice. 

We ſhall begin with the D:ſcovery pr. America. Andin 
this the providence of God was viſibly difplayed. This vaſt 
continent was altogether unknown, to. all the more civili- 
zed nations, for many centuries. 
had no idea of ſuch a country's exiſting, until God zaifed 
up CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS, to make the diſcovery. 
He was a Genoeſe by birth —of a good ſamily—well ſkilled 
in geography and navigation—-of a curious mind-—a bold 
and enterprizing genius. And being pofleſſed of a (trong 
perſuaſion, that in order to ballance the terraqueous globe, 
and proportion the lands and ſeas to each other, there mult 
needs be a Continent on the other ſide, which refolution 
combined with art would ſoon diſcover, he propoted the 
undertaking firſt to the Genocle, 
Portugal ; 


then to John, King of 
but meeting with no encouragement from either 
of them, he next applied to Ferdinand and Iabella, King 
and Queen of Spain; and after five years waiting and ur- 
ging, he prevailed on them to furnith him with three ſmall 
ſhips and ninety men for this great enterprize ; with 
diſcovery of te New WorLD. In mi 
year of Chrilt, fourteen hundred and ninety-two, he ex- 


which he made a 


plored the Welt Tndia Illands ; and in the year fourteen 
hundred and ninety-f{ix, he diicovered the CONTINENT. 
For which ſervices, he met with a very inadequate reward. 
His own mariners mutinied and threatened : his life. 
Once he was ſent home, from one of the Iſlands, in 


chains 


'They appear to' have. 
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chains. And he has very unjuſtly been deprived of the 
merited honour of the Continent's bearing his name : In 
all reaſon, it ought to have been called CoLuMBiaA, and 
not America, However, by means of CoLumevs, God 
diſcovered to the enlightened nations, this vaſt Continent ; 
{aid to contain a tract of country, upwards of eight thou- 
ſand miles in length ; intended in Providence, no doubt, 
for a theatre of great and marvellous events, Some , of 
which, to the aſtoniſhment of the world,. have already ta- 

ken place. JYhat hath God wrought ! | 
From the Diſcovery, let us paſs on to the Settling of A- 
merica. And here we ſhall find that God hath wrought in 
this enterprize allo. Upwards of a century rolled away, 
from the time America was diſcovered, until it was really 
ſettled. During which period, great revolutions took 
place in Europe, eſpecially in a reformation from Popery. 
The minds of a number of the Clergy were illuminated by 
Divine Grace. Theſe became burning and ſhining lights 
In the world ; and bore a noble teſtimony againſt the errors 
and ſuperſtitions of the church of Rome ; and notwith(tand- 
ing they were greatly perſecuted, they perſevered with un- 
daunted courage. I he pure doQtrrines of the goſpel were 
preached and 1mbibed, even at the hazard of life; till at 
length the Proteſtant Religion mounted the throne, and re- 
ceived the ſanction of human laws. Popery was quelled, 
and one would think perſecution would have ceaſed. But 
ſuch was the intolerance of the times, that when the refur- 
mers were freed from perſecution, the reformed ſoon fell to 
perſecuting one another. "This, ſtrange as it may ſeem, 
opened the door in Providence for ſettling the New World, 
A number of pious ſouls, in Great Britain, were perſecuted 
for not conforming to the hierarchy of the church of En- 
gland, as by law eſtabliſhed. Some of them, that they 
might enjoy freedom in religion, firſt fled to Holland, and 
afterwards croficd the Atlantic, to the deſert wilds of A- 
merica ; 
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merica ; * determining to combat every difficulty, rather 
than wound their conſciences' or diſhonor their God. And 
hardſhips in abundance they endured, from hunger, cold 
and the ſavage natives of the land.+F Nevertheleſs, being 
a hardy, determined and pious people, who placed their 


confidence in God, they vigoroully prefled forward, and 


compleated their deſign of ſettling America. Sundry at- 
tempts were made for the ſame purpole, prior to this, by 
men 


* Among thoſe who fled to Holland was Mr Joun Ron1Nns0V, a Pu- 
ritan Miniſter, in the north of England, of ſingular piety, great learn» 
ing, and uncommon abilities. He, with his congregation, being grie- 
vouſly opprefled, fled to Amſterdam, anno 1607, and about a year 
after moved to Leyden; where, through much oppoſition, they formed 
their plan of ſettling America. Accordingly, in the year 1620, about 
one half of them embarked, via Old England, on that enterprize ; lea- 
ving the other part, with their beloved Paſtor, to follow when conve- 
nient, But to the great grief of them all, Mr. Robinſon died at 


— 


Leyden, in March 1625. Howevcr, moſt of the remaining part of this ' 


congregation joined their brethren, at different periods, in America. 
Never was a miniſter more kighly, or more juſtly eſteemed by his 
people, than Mr. Robinſon was : 'Their deſcendants to the preſent day, 
ſpeak of him, with great reſpe&, as the Father of News England. 


+ Theſe religious people, in mmber Tor, after combating a variety 
of obſtruQions, ſailed from Plymouth, in Old England, September 6th, 
1620 ; and having long endured the toils and hazards of the tumultu- 
ous ocean, on the gth of November following, made Cape-Cod, an 
unknown coaſt, in a northern climate, at an inclement ſeaſon. The 
hardſhips they <ndured at ſea and on the coaſt, from rain, ſnow-ſtorms, 
&e, before they could fix on a place to ſettle, and prepare any kind of 
ſhelter, brought on the ſcurvy and other diſorders, which in about three 


months carricd off one half of their number ; moſt of them in the depth of 


winter, wanting comfortable houſes and other neceſſaries of life. Some- 
times two or three died in a day---the living ſcarce able to bury the 
dead---the well not ſufficient to attend the ſick. Their Governor, Mr. 
Carver, died in April, and his wife followed him in five or fix weeks. 
Before they reaped their harveſt, thoſe who ſurvived were, ſor 'a conſfi- 
derable time, allowanced to a quarter of a pound'of bread per day. 


N. B.. On Lorc's day, December 31ſt, 1620, theſe Chriſtian PEo= 


ple kept their firſt Sabbath on ſhore, in a placc of their own building; 
and from this Ara is fixt the /ettlement of America. 
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Prince's Chronology. 
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men of the world, aQtuated wholly by ſelfiſh motives ; 
but all their deſigns proved abortive. Our more ſucceſsful 
adventurers, were ſtimulated by religion : "They wiſhed to 
hind, not only a peaceable retreat for themſelves, but a ha- 
bitation for their God. And the Lord, in whom they 
truſted, carrizd them through all their difficulties, and 
made them the bleſſed inſtruments of ſettling this country, 
According ts this time it ſhall be ſaid, What hath Gadwrought ! 

America being thus ſettled, the rulers in the then Moth- 
er Country-(fo we were fond of ftiling Great Britain), ſpread 
the wings of government over, under pretext of nouriſhing 
and cheriſhing, the young plantations. However juſt or un- 
Juſt the claim of Britain's crown over America, or by what- 
ever motives thoſe rulers were aCtuated, they profeſſedly 
acknowledged us for their Children, and we were proud 
of the relation. For the moſt part, we were pleaſed 
with our treatment ; when otherwiſe, we complained, and 
ſometimes: had our grievances redreſſed., We conceived 
our charter-rights were tolerably copious, and were perfect- 
ly caſyand pleaſed with our ſituation. We even gloried in 
the connection, and had not a wiſh to throw off our alle- 
glance. In ſhort, we deemed ourſelves happy, and were 
ever ready to exclaim, Hhat hath God wrought. 

I paſs on to take notice of another event, in which the 
Hand of God was conſpicuous:—1I mean, the GLORIOUS 
REVOLUTION. If ever there was a Revolution in the 
world, which claimed the patronage and agency of the Di- 
vine Being, this doth. By tracing the ſeveral circumſtan- 
ces relative to this great event, we ſhall find that God was 
with us of a truth. And here, I am obliged to conſider 
Great Britain as the aggreſſor. "The young plant in Ameri- 
ca had become a tree. The child had grown up to man's 
eltate. Indeed it was time to emancipate ourſelves ; al- 
though, we being uſed to ſubjeCtion, that ſtep was the far- 
thelt from our thoughts ; and when compelled thereto, we 
ſubmitted with tears in our eyes. Britain beheld with 


a4 
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a jealous eye, our growing opulence, and formed a reſo- 
ution to nip our riling glory in the bud. The parli- 
ament framed oppreſſive as, for this purpoſe. They 
not only embarralled our trade and commerce, but taxed 
us without our conſent ;* and proceeded fo far as to de- 
clare, that of right they might bind us in all caſes whatſeever. 
Our ſituation at that period was truly alarming. A ſtate 
of the moſt abje& flavery, like ſome evil- Demon, ſtared 
us in the face. What could we, the devoted ſbns of A- 
merica, now do? Tamely to put on the ſhackles fabrica- 


ted for us, we apprehended, would argue a meanneſs of- 


foul, unworthy the offspring of Freemen—a baſeneſs, de- 
rogatory to the dignity of human nature. We ſtill retain- 
ed an afteCtion for Great-Britain, although ſtrangely meta- 
morphoſed from a tender Mother, to at yrannical Step-Dame. 
We therefore petitioned—we remonſtrated---but obtained 
no relief. We then affociated, and formed articles and 
reſolutions of ceconomy and non-importation; hoping 
theſe meaſures would open the eyes of our oppreſſors. But 
our -peaceable aſſociations were conſtrued into factious rio- 
rous mobs ; and only produQtive of ſeverer menaces from 
Britain. When thus plunged into an abyſs of perplexity, 
God put it into the hearts of fome of the moſt wiſe and 
penetrating rulers in the province of Maflachuſets, to write 
a Circular letter to their American Brethren, inviting them 
to concur in deputing ſome worthy perſons in each pto- 
vince, to meet at a given time, in the City of Philadelphia, 
in order to conſult on meaſures for the benefit of the whole: 
And we may ſurely fay, with reſpe& to this motion and its 


amazing ſalutary conſequences, Hhat hath God Frought ! 
'B One 


* The firſt open and direR attempt made by Parliament, to rob Ame- 
rica of her natural and inalienable right of internal taxation, was by 
the deteſtable Stamp-AR ; fabricated for the purpoſe of raiſing a reve- 
nue. Although, as a ſubſtantial writer well obſerves, © The Engliſh 
colonics were originally eſtabliſhed, not for the ſake of revenue, but or 
the principles of a commercial monopoly.” Ramſey's Hiſtory of the 
Revolution, Vol, I. p. 55. 
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One ſoul pervaded the widely extended provinces. Depw- 
tations from each were ſent, Concrxss was formed! 
And, wonderful as it is in itſelf, aſtoniſhing as it appears to 
the whole world, this heterogeneous company became, un- 
der God; the ſalvation of dear America. However much 
divided with regard to locality, religion, perſonal intereſts, 
tempers and prejudices, they all united as one man, 1n the 
common cauſe of their country. Who, but that Being 
who governs the. heart, could effe&t this ? "The ſeveral 
provinces, thus united in Congreſs, as the head and foul 
of the whole community, being ſtill deſirous of obtaining 
peace with Great Britain, again humbly petition the 
throne, and remonfirate with parliament. But the haugh- 
ty monarch was deaf to our ſupplications, and the Almighty 
parliament ſpurned at our remonſtrances. Inſtead of a 
redreſs of grievances, more roaring bulls were fent over a- 
gainlt us; accompanied with thundering cannon to affright 
us into fubrmiſſion. Nothing ſhort of entire, implicit obe- 
dience would ſufhce. Moſt aptly docs the cafe of the 
men of Jabeſh-Gilead here apply, (1 Sam. xi. 1, 2.) 
« Then Nahaſh the Ammonite came up, and encamped a- 
eainſt Jabeſh-Gilead : and all the men of Jabeſh ſaid unto 
Nahaſh, Make a covenant with us, and we will ſerve 
thee. 

© And Nahaſh the Ammonite anſwered them, On this 
condition will I make a covenant with you, that I may 
thruſt 'out all your right eyes, and lay.it for a reproach up- 
on all Irael.”. 

It was now high time for America to ariſe, ſtand on her 
own teet, and make preparation for defence. By a vote of 
Congreſs, we were therefore declared, Free and independent 
States, F And aftera ſolemn appeal to the great God, with 


reſpect to the pultneſs of our cauſe and lincerity of our in- 
tentions, 


ft This memorable event took place July 4, 1776. May the bappy 
day ever be celebrated with joy, gratitude and thankfulneſs ! 
* Nor let one tranſient cloud the bliſs deſtroy 
« Of this auſpicious day, that gives Columbia joy.” 
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tentions, we had recourſe to arms.* A ſtep which required 
great intrepidity of mind, and the firmeſt confidence in the 
Lord God of Hoſts. "This critical jun&ture brought Ame- 
rica's virtue to the teſt, and evinced that it was full proof, 
We had a powerful nation, ſkilled in arms and uſed to vic- 
tory tocope with—without money, arms, or ammunition— 
without ſoldiers, and without experienced Officers. But our 
God,to whom we had appealed,remarkably ſuppliedall thele 
deficiencies. T ime would fail me to particularize with regard 
to theſe things ; yet with reſpect to a Commender, Lyault do 
violence to my own feelings not to obſerve, tha(ſbe (od 
of Armies, in infinite goodneſs, raiſed up, from among our 
Sons, AW ASHINGTON !\— WASHINGTON ! a name, which 
no additional title or epithet can emblazon or dignity ! This 
man, who is the boaſt of his country, the wonder'of the 
world, and the darling of Providence, did God place at the 
head of our troops; who led them on to. victory and fame. 
He drew his {word at an carly period, and never ſheathed it 
until the war terminated in an honorable peace. t With re- 
gard, therefore, tg our belzved COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, 
all the world will join with America in ſaying, /Fhat hath 
God wrought ! | 

'There is another Providence which merits to be'noticed 
here. When thus compelled to the unequal combat, and 
plunged into a bloody, unnatural war, God inclined the 
heart of the great Monarch of France, to afford us timely 
fuccours. His fubjeQts fought by our lide, and bled in our 
' cauſe. By his aid in money and men, the war was brought 


oO 


* The Britiſh had taught us the uſe of arms, by commencing hof- 
talities at Lexington, April 19, 1775. 

+ Rev. Samuel Davies, (ſome time Preſident of Princeton college) as 
though aQuuated by a ſpirit of prophecy, about the year 1754, preaching 
to a Regiment of Virginia Volunteers, railed and commanded by the 
young Col. Waſhington, expreſſed himſelf thus © As for that youug 
«* man (Waſhington) his uncommon bravery, condu&, and knowledge in 
« the art of war, at his age, is ſuperior to what I ever read of ; and 
* he ſecms as if appointed by Providence to be, hereaſter, the yFROTEC» 
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«© roR AND DELIVERER OF MIS COUNTRY ' . 
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to 2 more ſpeedy and happy iſſue. "That this puilſant 

Prince ſhould deign to take notice of America, in her infan- 

tile ſtate, when under the iron rod of oppreſſion, and declar- 

e&+ to be in a ſtate of atual-rebellion—that he ſhould then 

conclude a treaty of alliance, and trade with us, upon the 

moſt honcurable and generous principles, without taking 

the lealt advantage of our weakneſs, but rather nobly aim- 

ing to afford us relief in our time of diſtreſs; was in very 

deed amazing to us, alarming to Britain, and ſurprizing to 

the world. If this. event was indicative of the benevo- : 

lence of that munificent King's heart, it was no lels a token | 

of favour from the great K1nG of Kings. So that here again | 

# our text will apply, Jhat hath God wrought ! ; 

We are now freed from our former ſhackles, and enjoy 
peace, with all-irs concomitant bleſſings. We are acknow- 
ledged, even by that King who, by mal-practices, forfeit- ; 
ed alljuſtclaim to our allegiance, A free, ſaverergn, and inde - 
pendent Nation. And unleſs our {ins prevent, we ſhall certain- 
ly be the moſt favoured of all nations under heaven ; yes we 
are ſo already. I wiſh to impreſs on the minds of my fellow- 
citizens: a deep ſenſe of their bleſſednefs. We' have a 
large extent of territory, various as to ſoil and climate ; ad- 
apted to the produCtion of all kinds of herbage, fruit and 
grain, We have raw materials in abundance, ſuitable for 
all kinds of manufaftures : So that we may eat our own 
bread—wear our own apparel-work with our own in- 
ſtruments—and traffic with our own commodities, in bot- 
toms of our own con{truftion. In ſhort, we may fit down 
under our own vine and fig-tree, having none to moleſt or 
make us afraid. 

This will appear ſtill more evident, if we advert a little 
to our preſent Government. "The Federal Conſtitution 
of the United States, is the mature production of a number 
of the moſt wiſe and approved patriots, legally chofen as 
our repreſentatives: From whom we had every thing to 
expect and nothing to fear. As citizens, whoſe intereſt and 
happineſs, as well as that of their families and conneQtions, 
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muſt be involved with that of the Public, they could have 
been under no temptation to form an oppreſſive -Conſtituti- 
on. Neither have they. The Conſtitution is open, free-and / 
generous, although energetic—calculated to render the citi- 
zens of the United States happy, as it ſecures unto them-all 


their rights and privileges, 'upon the moſt permanent baſis; n 


While our rulers are of ourſelves, and amenable to 'us, we 
mult be ſafe ; efpecially while a /aſhington preſides* It 
is ſurely of the Lord that the ſame worthy. charaQer that 
led our troops, now guides our councils. | 

The wheels of the Conſtitution are now in motion. Time 
will prove its utility. Under its benign influerce, 1 truſt, 
religion, agriculture, manufaQtures, trade and commerce, 
and the more liberal arts and ſciences will all flouriſh: Ss 
that our poſterity will fay reſpecting it, /Fhat hath God 


wrought ! 
Let 


* America is making ample ſtrides; and the appointment of Mr. 
WASHINGTON to the office of chief magiſtrate, was a' meaſure moſt 
conducive to that end. Her Empire, in courſe of time, muſt be great and 
reſpe&able. Her ſea coaſts are two thouſand miles in extent, with bays 
and rivers, like ſeas, to ten times that extent with many great har- 
bours, and other places of ſecurity for great ſhips in the middle and 
northern provinces—with vaſt fiſheries in thoſe bays and rivers on the 
ſea coaſt, and acceſs to {till greater on the North, to the South, andto the 
Eaſt of their dominions—with ſeaz, except in one or two places, open all 
the'year round to give continual employment to the Seamen—and with 


no enemies near thoſe ſtates to controul them. 
Federal Gazette, London Heap. 


} A gratulatory Poem made its appearauce in the New Jerſey Gazette 
April I, 1778, ſigned HoxTexT1Vs. The author, in prophetic ſtrains, 
addreſſes General Waſhington ; whom he conduRts victorious through 
the war—Leads him to his rural retreat ; then draws him from his © ſe- 
queſter*'d haunts”* to his ſenatorial Chair. 

« Me thinks I fee thee SoLon-like, deſign 
« The future Grandeur of confederate States 
« High tow'ring; or for legiſlation met, 
« Adjuſt-in ſenate what thou fav'd in war. 
£7 This excellent Poem 1s aſcribed to Governor Livingſton, of New 


Jerſey. 
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Let none think I have forgot my office and deviated 
from my line of duty, by dwelling ſo much upon things 
of a ſecular nature : "They are bleſſings from heaven, and 
call aloud for thankfulneſs; to ſtimulate you thereto 1s my 
motive. Unthankſulneſs, in the enjoyment of ſuch favors 
1s baſe ingratitude. It is highly diſpleaſing to the great 
donor of all Good, and hath a tendency to bring down 
judgments upon our land. We mult nevertheleſs acknow- 
ledge, there is a Blefling of a ſuperior nature, by no means 
to be paſlcd over in filence ; I mean 

'The glorious Goſpel, and that preached in its purity, 
This invaluable treaſure our pjous Fathers, who ſettled 
America, brought with them, as the moſt precious part 
of their Jading. Yes; their ſol: motive in tranſporting 
themſeves to theſe then uncultivated lands, was that they 
might plant the Goſpel here, enjoy it freely while they 
lived, and tranimit it to poſterity. Neither have they been 
diſappointed 1n their Hopes; for God, in infinite mercy, 
by raiſing up in ſucceſſion, a number of able and faithful 
Miniſters, has continued the incſtimable jewel among us to 
the preſent day. 

Were we to conſider a preached Goſpel merely as an en- 
gine of ſtate, it would be good policy to encourage it ; 
for nothing ſo effeyally reforms the morals as this. De- 
void of this powerful aſtringent, the Body-politic becomes 
lax in its habit and manners, and ſinks into all kinds of 
abominations, (Rom. 1. 21 to end). On the other hand, 
where the Goſpel is ſteadily and faithfully preached, it ſcarce 
fails of producing an external reformation. It illuminates 
the mind, reſtrains vice, and renders men more uſeful 
members of fociety. However deſirable this may be, a 
preached goſpel anſwers infinitely greater purpoſes, 

It glorifies God, and faves men. . Theſe are the moſt 
ſublime objects, which can demand our attention. It 
will be acknowledged that fomething may be known of 
God from the dim hehe which nature affords, © The hea- 


vens 


Lus 
veris declare the glory of God ; and the firmament ſhew- 
eth his handy work. Day unto day uttereth ſpeech, and 
night unto night ſheweth knowledge.” (Pfal. xix. 1. 2.). 
But the light derived from nature; in compariſon with the 
bright effulgence of the Goſpel, is but as the glimmering 
of a glow-worm, oppoſed to'the ſun, in its meridian ſplen- 
dor.. Here we have the brighteſt diſplay of the divine per- 
ſections; and behold as in a glaſs the glory of the Logrp, 
« Here in the Goſpel's wondrons frame, 
« Freſh wiſdom we purſue ; 
« A thouſand Angels learn thy name, 
« Beyond what c'er they knew.” 

'The other valuable end of a preached Goſpel is, the 
falvation of men. Full in point, are the words of the great 
Apoltle Pau), 1 Cor. i. 22. © It pleaſed God, by the fool- 
iſhneſs of preaching, to ſave them that believe :” And, 
Rom, i. 16. ©* 1 am not athamed' of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt ; for it 1s the power of God unto Salvation, to eve- 
ry one that beheveth.” Bleffed be God! thouſands in A- 
merica have experienced the truth of this. "Therefore with 
reſpeQ to a preached Goſpel, and its bleſſed effeAs, It ſhalt 
be ſaid of America, HF hat hath Ged wrought ! 

Next to the Golpel. we would notice Liberty of Con- 
ſcience—a capital bleſhing, for which we ought ever to 
be thankful. I his favor Americans enjoy, and I hope 
ever will, in its fulleſt extent, maugre all the inchantments 
and divinations uſed to prevent it. By demoliſhing this 
grand bulwark 'of religion (the natural and inalienable 
right of all men) thouſands have been baptized in blood. 
It has been the ſole cauſe of all thoſe horrid perſecutions, 
which have. ſo much diſgraced Chriſtianity and ſet the 
world on fire. 'I hrough mercy, the happy revolution has 
freed America from all religious teſts and eſtabliſhments. 
Nane may ſay unto us, Ls here, or lo there, you ſhall wog- 
ſhip. Neither may they tax us for the ſupport of this, 
that, or the other religious fociety, without our conſent. — 
Arbitrary uſurpations thoſe! which cannot fail of leaving 
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an indelible blot on the eſcutcheons of the-guilty. We 
may now read our Bibles for ourſelves, and worſhip our 
God according to the light conſcience thence derives, 
without moleſtation. Surely, according to this time it ſhall 
be ſaid of America and her Children, hat hath Gd 
wrought ! 

You will bear with me, my friends, if I once more in- 
yite your attention to temporal things. Thoſe fruntul 
ſeaſons and rich harveſts, wherewith the Lord; in com- 
mon, has favored: us, demand our grateful acknowledge- 
ments. America has never yet lacked bread. It ſhe has 
net always abounded, ſhe has never known real want. Io 
a famine we have ever been ſtrangers. What was predica- 
ted of Canaan, may juſtly be applied to our- much favored 
Country. It is © A land which the Lord thy God careth 
for: the eyes of the Lord thy God are always upon nt, 
from the beginning of the year even unto the end of the 
year.” (Deut. xi. 12). The ſoil is naturally fertile, and 
being  replenithed by refreſhing ſhowers, which generally 
fall in ſeaſon, it minifters feed to the ſfower and bread to 
the cater. I hope none who hear me are fo loſt to a ſenſe 
of ativine Providence, as to burn incenſe to their own 
net and ſacrifice to their own drag, by faying—* I thank 
« my ſelf for the plentiful produtions of my fields. My 
*« own induſtry, prudence and care have procured me 
*« my ſubſiſtence.” With equal propriety might they thank 
themſelves for their exiſtence. Perſons of this caſt would 
do well to confider, whence they derive their wiſdom, 
ſtrength and diſpolition to attend to bufineſs. Should 
the Almighty re{train the bottles of heaven from pouring 
out their blefiings on the earth, can they command the 
clouds to ſend rain? Or ſhould he ſend blaſting or mildew, 
can they prevent their deſtructive influences ? What hin- 
&rs but that God might now, as heretofore, raife an army 
of locuſts or caterpillars, which would deſtroy all befors 
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them? We have ſeen what an inſignificant inſe& can do in 


our wheat. Alike enemy, with a ſimilar ' commiſſion, 


might have deprived us of all manner of ſuſtenance. In- 
ſtead of fulneſs of bread, we might have had cleanneſs of 
teeth, I conclude, therefore, that the plenty we enjoy, 
both as to food and raiment, cometh down from the Fa- 
ther of mercies; and that we have reaſon to ſay in this 
caſe alſo, What hath God wrought ! 

It is a truth acknowledged on all hands, that health is 
the prime of all temporal bleſſings. And hath not an in- 
dulgent Providence favoured America with a rich plenitude 
of this incſtimable jewel? Our rapid population, florid 
countenances, and robuſt conſtitutions, moſt clearly evince 
this. As yet we are ſtrangers to thuſe epidemical or pe- 
ſtilential diſeaſes, which, in various parts. of the world, 
have come down like tornadoes, and deluged thouſands in 
ſwift deftruQtion. ' Why have we eſcaped ? Are we better 
than others? No. In no wiſe. We are a ſinful people. 
Does the air which is wafted over the Atlantic, and fans 
our coalts, or the blaſts from the frigid zone, which ſweep 


the lakes and ſcale the mountains, purge away all noxious- 


vapours from our land ? ' his may be doubted. * But ſup- 
poſe this to be the caſe, to whom are we indebted for this 
ſalubrious medicine ? Surely to Him © Who hath gathered 


the wind in his fiſt;” (Prov, xxx. 4.) and. manages: the. 


elements at pleaſure, "To him 4t is owing that our air is 
not over-charged with epidemic particles. "That it is not 
wholly clear is evident, from that diforder which has fo re- 
cently and generally viſited the inhabitants of the United 
States, called by ſome, The [n/luenza. That this com- 


plaint proceeded from the temperature of the air is not. 


doubted. If therefore the air had been ſufficiently charged 
with thoſe noxious particles, every individual would have 
been numbered with the dead—As it was, few died+-In 
this unthankful neighbourhood, not one. 

To what ſhall we attribute theſe benign interventions, apd 
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that comfortable ſtate of-health generally enjoyed by Ame- 
ricans ? Not, I hope, to mere chance. May America's favour- 
ed children rather join in aſcribing all the honor to the 
great Governor of the Univerſe, devoutly exclaiming, /Fhat 
hath God wrought ! 

Here we might all-unite.in chocus, ſaying #hat hath not 
Ged wrought! And I might proceed in enumerating inſtan- 
ces of Divine Philanthropy to the citizens of theſe 'United 
States. - But time fails me. ' I ſhall therefore ſum up ' the 
whole ina few words. Surely there is no inthantment agaitſt 
America, neither is there any divination againſt her Children.* 


Shielded 


® It would ſeem nevertheleſs, from the following ſecle&t, enumerated 
fads, that the Britiſh meant to eſtabliſh an unrighteous domination over 
America, chiefly by the influence of Inchantment or Divivation. 

I, Their primary object was to eſtabliſh a permanent American Reve- 
nue, by money drawn out of our pockets, without our conſent. 

2. They ſhut up the Port of Boſton, and/prohibited-the' New Eng- 
landers'the liberty of fiſhing on their Banks, in hopes of ſtarving them, 
and terrifying the other Provinces, into a ſurrender of their juſt Rights, 

3- They ſent over a powerful Army in the time of peace, to cram 
their unjuſt and opprefiive Acts down our Throats. 

4- By a Declaratory AQ, they claimed a Right to bind Americans in 
all caſes whatſoever. 

5. They wantonly commenced Hoſtilities againſt us at Lexington. 

6. They excluded the Americans from the Rights of Citizens, by de- 
claring them to be from under the royal proteQion. 

7. After having ſwept all the Augean-Stables in England, Scotland, 
and Ireland for troops, they hired foreign Mercenaries, to participate in 
the Revenues of Plunder and Blood. 

$. With horrid Ferocity, they burnt our towns, country houſes and, 
barnz. But above all, they wreaked their vengeance againſt Houſes de- 
yoted to the Worſhip of the God of Heaven. Many of theſe they wan- 
tonly conſumed by fire.—Some they turned into riding ſchools—ſome 
intu Hoſpitals—ſome into forage Houſes, and ſome, probably, into 
Brothels. 

9. They compell'd captured Seamen, to inliſt in their ſervice, and to 
fight againſt their country, their friends and deareſt connections. 

10. They inſtigated the ſavage Indians, to ſcalp and butcher the ten- 
deg Infant—the innocent Virgin—the grave Matron—the Man of gray 
hairs, and in ſhort, perſons of every deſcription. 

II, 
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Shielded by Omnipotence, and repleniſhed by the divine 
Munificence, America is ſafe, and muſt be happy while the 
Lord her God continues to work for her. 

And are theſe things ſo? Is America, though. like Jacob, 
the youngeſt, yet the moſt favoured Child of an indulgent 
Providence ? «« What manner of perſons ought we to be, 
in all holy converſation and*godlineſs,” (2 Pet, iii. 11.). I 
have endeavoured, according to my ſmall abilities, to.re- 


- 


preſent the Bleſedneſs of America, and ſhall now, by way 


of 


11, They embodied, armed and trained our Domeſtics for the Pur- 
poſe of robbing us, and cutting our 'ſhroats. 

12, They ſtarved, and in effeRt butchered, thouſands in Provoſts ahd 
in priſon-Ships. 

13. To crown the whole, and to ſhow, that they were Adepts in the 
black-art of Divination,—after we had declared ourſelves a free and in- 
dependent Nation—madea ſolemn appeal to Heaven—pledged ourſelves 
to each other, to maintain our Rights, at the Hazard of Life and Pro- 
perty, and formed an Alliance with France—Britain, labouring under a 
full conviction, that they would never be able to ſfubjugate America by 
Arms, ſent out a number of Commitlioners to treat with us on terms of 
Accommodation. And fo copious was their Cothmiſhon, that they of- 
fered the King's Pardon, with an aſſurance of royal favor to repenting, 
returning American-rebels, of almoſt every Deſcription. One of them 
proceeded till farther, George Johnſtone Eſgr. made Trial of the Art of 
Eribery. It ſhould ſeem, by his Letter to Robert Morris, Eſqr. that He 
had glanced kis Baſilifſkin Eye upon our great General Waſhington, and 
upon his Excellency Henry Laurens, Efqr. then Prefident of Congreſs. 
But upon the Virtue of Joſeph Reed Eſqr. he made a formal Attack, 
both by Letter and the inchanting Eloquence of a fine Lady : Who gave 
Him to underſtand, that © He might have L. 1c,coo-ſterling, and any 
Office in the Colonies in his Majeſty's Gift,” provided he would uſe 
« his Intereſt to promote the obje& of their Commilton ” To which 
Mr. Reed, like a true American Patriot, replied, in the Laconic Style, 
« } am not worth purchaſing ; but ſuch as | am, the King of Great Britain 
is not rich enough to do it.” 

Thus it appears, that none of theſe 13 efforts of Dritifh Divination, 
nor even the combined force of them all, could inchant Americans into a 
ſervile ſubmiſſion to an abjeR ſtate of flavery. So far from it, that they 
terminated in the freedom ſovereignty and glorious Independence of the 
13 United American States. | 
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of improvement, attempt to point out the duty of hey 
Children. , | we 

But, methinks, you here anticipate all I have. to offe 
on this head.. For, upon a review bf what has been deliver- 
red relative to your happineſs as Americans, is not each 
one of you ready to cry out, What ſhall I render to the 
Lord for all his benefits ? "This, we would charitably hope, 
is the general language of all. preſent ; although, as to the 
expreflions of it, differently modified. All, therefore, I 
have to do, 1s to coincide with your various feelings, in 


point of duty. 

Some of you probably may be of opinion that, « Sceing 
we are thus highly favored, we ought ſurely to be content 
and /atrsfied with our lot.” True, my friends. We ſhould 
be a baſe, ungrateful people if we were not. No people 
upon earth can have more reaſon to be ſatisfied with their 
ſituation than we have. "The children of Ifrael, favoured as 
they were in the land of Canaan had not. If they had 
their corn, wheat and barley, ſo have we. If they had their 
milk and honey;-fo have we. If they were happy under 
their theacratic government, we are no leſs fo, under the 
care and patronage of Almighty God. 1f they could make 
their boalt of being uader the adminiſtration of the Law, 
we may rather glory in being under the diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel; which is far better. $0 that our fituation, upon the 
whole, is more «<ligible than that of the tribes of Iſrael was. 
Let us not murmur then as thoſe people did. May we ras 
ther be content with ſuch things as we have, eſpecially, 
ſect, we are bleſt with Naphtali's rich portion, © Satisfied 
with tavour, and tull with the blefling of the Lord.” (Deut, 


AXX.it. 23.) z 
Others are ſaying, © We ought not only to be content, 


but thuniful allo.” With this hint I alſo agree. The ad- 

vice of an inſpired Apoſtle itands thus, « In every thing 

give thanks.” I fuppoſe his meaning to be, that for every 

thing we enjoy, we ſhould be thankful to God. If fo, Nd 

Americans have bleſhngs enough to engroſs their whole 
Ume 


ME: ] 

time in thankſgiving. If we have the leaſt gratitude, -we 
cannot be lilent, but-muſt be inceſſantly offering thanks 
and praiſe to God, for the many benefits he ſo liberally 
beſtows upon us. One thing in particular, I wiſh all my 
Fellow-Citizens to be thankful for; i. e. Feſus Chriſt, 
through whom alone Salvation is to be obtained. Herelet 
us join iſſue with the Apoſtle in devoutly ſaying, « Thanks 
be unto God, for this unſpeakable Gift.” 

« And ought we not to be humble to?” ſome meek ſouls 
are ready to reply, Undoubtedly we ought. Humility is 
a Virtue of the firſt magnitude, and of the utmoſt impor- 
tance to ſuch ſinful creatures as we are. The Apoſtl- advi- 
ſes us to put it on, and wear it as a garment. © Becloathed 


with Humility.” No habit can be more pleaſing to the 


Divine Being. The reverſe is his abhorrence. God re- - 


liſteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble. We 
have much reaſon to lie low in the duſt before God, on 
account of the Corruptions of our nature, and the ſinful- 
neſs of our lives; and, as Americans, on account of in- 
gratitude for the many mercies received, May we ever 
bearon our minds that axiom of the wiſe man, © Better it 
is to be of an humble ſpirit with the lowly, than to divide 

the ſpoil with the proud.” (Prov. xvi. 19.) 
Impreſt with a ſpirit of true patriotiſm, as I know my 
attentive and affectionate audience to be, methinks I hear 
ſome, or all of them ſaying, * Secing we are favoured with 
fuch an excellent Federal-Conititution, which we appre- 
hend to be the beſt form of government in the worid; and 
alſo ſuch a ſele& Body of worthy rulers, with our be- 
loved Waſhington at their Head, ought we not to demean 
ourſelves as good ſubjects by a peaceable ſubmiſſion and chear- 
ful obedience ?” Certainly, we ought. Magiltracy is God's 
ordinance. © For there is no power but of God: the 
powers that be, are ordained of God.” I he grand delign 
of this inſtitution is to ſuppreſs vice and encourage virtue. 
The magiſtrate, Is the miniſter of God, a revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doth evil.” I conclude there- 
fore 
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fore that while we are under the controul of good and 
wholeſome, 1. e. juſtand equal laws, righteouſly executed, 
* We muſt needs be ſubje&, not only for wrath, but alſo 
for conſcience fake.” Nevertheleſs, ſhould it ſo happen, 
that a corrupt legiſlature ſhould fabricate unjuſt and opprel- 
five laws, repugnant to our civil and religious rights, obe- 
dience to the magiſtrate, in that cale, would be to rebel 
againſt God, and betray our traſt as citrzens. A polite 
preacher (not over friendly to the American Revolution} 
hath well expreſſed himſelf, in the following words: « The 
Apoltle enjoins us to ſubmit * to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord's ſake'. But ſurely a ſubmithon to the un- 
nghteous ordinances of unrighteous men, cannot be for 
the Lord's fake.” Tt this reaſoning be juſt, oppofnion 1n 
fach a cafe muſt be lawful. And upon no other principle 
can the American Revolution be juſtified, 

Under the influence of the ſocial virtues, ſome often are 
xeady to urge, *« We think it highly expedient, that Ame- 
ricans, in order to render themſelves truly happy, thould 
retain an affectionate regard for each other, . and {ve toge- 
ther in love.” | think as you do. Americans ought to be 
« A band of brothers,” If they mean to be really happy, 
« Love without dithmulation” ſhould pervade every facial 
interview. Of what avail will it be to ſwim in affluence 
——enjoy health——have peace from abroad—wholeſome laws 
and geod rulers at h@&me, and yet live in malice andenvy, 
biting and devouring one another ? Such wild gourds would 
be death in the pot, and effectually poiſen all the ſweets of 
ſociety. On the other hand, it Love be the Bond of our 
union, the cement of our ſocial compatt, we ſhall be more 
happy in ourſelves, and more formidable to our neigh- 
bours. Ina word, it we live in love, the God of love and 


peace will be with us. 

But others ſpeak, and I wiſh to attend to what all have 
to offer on a matter4{0 intereſting to my country. © Bleſt 
as we are with ſo many advantages, it ſurely behoves us to 
tead are, uſeful lives.” I am glad to hear you ſay fo. Uſeful- 

neſs 


93 1 | 
nels ſhould be everyone's aim. Slothful, inaQtive perſons are 
.adead weight on ſociety. Such drones merit to be ſtung out 
of the hive of the Commonwealth. None are fo inſigni- 
ficant, if poſſeſſed of common abilities, but they mightbe 
ſome way uſeful in life. We are not all to move in the ſame 
line of buſineſs. All are not qualified to be Miniſters of the 
Goſpel—Prefidents of Congreſs—Governors of Stites— 
Counſellors at the Bar, or PraQtitioners of Phyſic; Wat all are 
qualified for ſome kind of buſineſs, whereby they may be ſer- 
viceable tothe community. Each one ought to find out what 
that buſineſs is, and diligently attend to it. "Thus arranged, 
America would form a mighty army of uſeful individuals. 
« Yes, reply ſome generous ſouls, we ought to be diligent 
in buſineſs, not only that we may ſupply our own and fami- 
hes 'wants ; but alſo that we may have ſome thing to con- 
tribute towards the extgences both of church and flate.” "Tit, 
Sirs, is noble. I could wiſh all men were like minded. But 
there are too many niggardly beings in the world, (may ſuch 
charaQters neverdiſgrace America) who begrudge themſelves 
the comforts, and even the neceſſaries of life. "The poor, 
for ought they care, may periſh. And the Goſpel, in 
their eſtimation, is not worth a great x year. They groan 
at paying their taxes, and often defraud their labourers. It 
ſuch creatures are not loſt to all ſenſe of feeling, I would ad- 
viſe them to read, and conſider Iſa. xx xii. 8. «© The liberal 
deviſeth liberal things, and by liberal things ſhall he ſtand.” 
But, what pleaſing found is that I hear ? All in chorus 
join, exclaiming, ** Piety towards God is the One thing need- 
ful ;” therefore a people ſo highly favoured of the Lord, 
ought ſurely to be religions.” I thank you, my brethren! 
Oh ! How ſweetly you allure me.into my native element ! 
You have ſpoken rhe genuine ſentiments of my ſoul, and 
you may be ſure they cannot fail of my hearty concurrence. 
REL1G10N ! That facred—that venerable name ! Religion, 


demands our atmoſt attention. It ſhould be the alpha and” 


omega—the firſt and the laſt in our eſteem. Piety towards 
God ſhould pervade all our thoughts, words, and actions. 
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We have a good and merciful God, in whoſe hand our 
breath is.  In'Him we live, move and have our being, 
and from Him all our bleſſings flow. Conſidered as rati- 
onal Ercatures, God has done great things for us. But, 
as Americans, what has He not done ?- He has given us a 
fertile, pleaſant land. We have a goodly heritage. © Our 
dwelling is the fatneſs of the earth, and of the dew from hea- 
ven (Gen. xxvii. 39.).” Our God crowneth the year with his 
goodneſs, and his -paths drop fatneſs.” Our paſtures are 
covered with cattle, and there is no lack of herds in the 
ſtalls. Our ears are. ſaluted with the lowing of oxen and 
the bleating of ſheep. Our tables are ſpread with a rich 
variety of good things. And our cloathing is (as it ought 
tobe) of our own wool and flax, manufactured by our 
own hands.: We are a free and independent people—bleſt 
with” a goud  goverment—wholeſome laws, and wiſe ru- 
lers. 'And, to crown/the whole, the filver trumpet of the 
Goſpel ſounds, from one end of our landto:the other, pro- 


claimiggglaghytly to the inhabitams, Chriſt, the Prince 


of-peace is come, in his chariot of falvation, to convey be- 


heving Souls to the inner chamber of the univerſal King ! 
We are loft in therecital !----O ! JYFhat hath Gad wrought ! 

Thus kind, thus gracious, thus benevolent, andthus boun- 
tiful; hath the great JEHOoVAar been to America ! May all 
nergtnlfdevourlyexclaim; «W ho would not fear thee, O 
K1nG OF NaTtgons! My earneſt prayer is, that we may 
« Only fearthe Loxp, and {eve Him in truth with all our 
heart! ſerioully confidering-what GREAT T rixGsHe hath 
done for Us.” Then our text will apply ; with which I 
{hall conclude. 

Surely there ts,notnchantment againſt AMERICA, neither 1s 
there anydrvination againſt her children ; acc ording ta this time 
it joalt i SA grorica aad*her'citizens, WHAT HATH 
Gup*WROUGAHT ! 

+ Thoſe who would wiſh to know the true ſtate and real worth of our 
happy laud, may be gratified by reading Morle's American Gcograpby. 
A book which -merits a place on every man's ſhelf, 


THE END. 
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